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other habits, with the ring in matrimony, the cross in baptism,
and the like; thence they went on to further matters of
higher importance, and, at kst, they must needs have the
whole government of the Church dissolved. This great work
they compassed, first, by depriving the bishops of their seats
in Parliament, then they abolished the whole order; and, at
last, which was their original design, they seized on all the
Church-lands, and divided the spoil among themselves; and,
like Jeroboam, made priests of the very dregs of the people.
This was their way of reforming the Church. As to the civil
government, you have already heard how they modelled it
upon the murder of their King, and discarding the nobility.
Yet, clearly to shew what a Babel they had built, after twelve
years' trial and twenty several sorts of government; the
nation grown weary of their tyranny, was forced to call in
the son of him whom those reformers had sacrificed. And
thus were Simeon and Levi divided in Jacob and scattered
in Israel.

Thirdly: Although the successors of these Puritans, I
mean our present Dissenters, do not think fit to observe this
day of humiliation; yet, since it would be very proper in
them, upon some occasions, to renounce in a public manner
those principles upon which their predecessors acted; and
it will be more prudent in them to do so, because those very
Puritans, of whom ours are followers, found by experience,
that after they had overturned the Church and state, murdered
their King, and were projecting what they called a kingdom
of the saints, they were cheated of the power and posses-
sions they only panted after, by an upstart sect of religion
that grew out of their own bowels, who subjected them to one
tyrant, while they were endeavouring to set up a thousand.

Fourthly: Those who profess to be followers of our
Church established, and yet presume in discourse to justify
or excuse that rebellion, and murder of the King, ought to
consider, how utterly contrary all such opinions are to the
doctrine of Christ and his apostles, as well as to the articles
of our Church, and to the preaching and practice of its true
professors for above a hundred years. Of late times, indeed,
and I speak it with grief of heart, we have heard even ser-
mons of a strange nature; although reason would make one
think it a very unaccountable way of procuring favour under